Background and Objectives: Parents who experience life events with negative economic consequences may rely on adult children for financial assistance. This study provided national estimates of Black and White mothers' financial help from adult children. It also examined whether the Black-White difference in the likelihood of a mother's receipt of financial assistance persisted after accounting for life events reflecting parental need and children's ability to provide help. Research Design and Methods: The Health and Retirement Study was used to examine late middle aged (51-70) Black and White mothers' financial help from adult children. Cross-sectional point estimates of financial help from noncoresident and coresident children were based on pooling these data. Random effects logistic regression at the mother-wave level was used to estimate the likelihood of receipt of financial assistance from noncoresident children. Results: On average, 9% (8%) of Blacks and 3% (4%) of Whites reported help from noncoresident (coresident) children in a given interview wave, but Blacks received lower amounts. Changes signifying greater parental financial need and noncoresident children's greater resources were positively associated with receiving financial help from noncoresident children. After accounting for these factors, race differences remained. Discussion and Implications: Black mothers are more likely to rely on children for financial help than Whites. Since this help hinges on the ability of their children to provide, the strength of Blacks' economic safety net as they age also depends on the socioeconomic well-being of the younger generation.
Throughout life, people experience events that have serious economic consequences: the loss of a spouse or partner, voluntary or involuntary separation from one's job, affordable housing challenges, and emerging health problems. To ameliorate the effects of these events, individuals may seek financial assistance from adult children. While financial assistance to parents is understood to be less common, ranging from 5 to 9% at advanced ages (Cheng, Birditt, Zarit, & Fingerman, 2013; Wong, Capoferro, & Soldo, 1999) , it can occur earlier in life and be more prevalent in families where the older generation is routinely economically insecure. In particular, Blacks are more likely to experience economic shocks and face more severe financial constraints than Whites in late middle age. This can induce children in Black families to provide upward financial help more frequently compared to White families, and begin this help much earlier in life during young and middle adulthood (Burton, 2007; Goldscheider & Goldscheider, 1991) .
Understanding adult children's financial assistance to parents in both Black and White families, as well as the circumstances in which it occurs, will be of growing importance because of two national trends: increasing racial diversity among the aging population and widening economic racial inequality. By 2050, the U.S. Census Bureau (2014) projects an approximate 18% increase in the fraction of Americans over 50 that are Black. Additionally, in the midst of persistent Black-White household income gaps, Black-White disparities in wealth have continued to rise (Mazumder, 2008; Proctor, Semega, & Kollar, 2016) . Thus, Americans' reliance on their children as a financial safety net may become increasingly relevant for a growing proportion of the U.S. population.
This article contributed new information on BlackWhite differences in adult children's financial support to mothers aged 51-70. Using the Health and Retirement Study, it provided national estimates of Black and White mothers' averaged incidence and the associated amounts of financial help from noncoresident and coresident children in each wave across all responding waves from 1996 to 2010. Then it compared Black and White mothers' life events over time [changes in partnership status, full-time employment, homeownership, self-rated health, and help with activities of daily living (ADLs)/instrumental activities of daily living (IADLs)] and summarized the characteristics of their noncoresident adult children. After accounting for life events reflecting parental need and children's ability to provide financial help, it examined whether the Black-White difference in the likelihood of a mother receiving financial assistance from noncoresident children persisted. Throughout the paper, "children" refers to adult children (18+).
Theoretical Background
The framework for this article is the multidimensional intergenerational support model (MIS) Fingerman, Kyungmin, Tennant, Birditt, & Zarit, 2015) , which identifies three aspects of the parent-child relationship that affect the nature and levels of support: demands, resources, and family context.
Parental Demands
Black families have both greater persistent economic needs and prospects of experiencing negative life events. As a result of differences in family structure and socioeconomic status, Blacks have fewer resources than White families. Single-parent families are two to three times more common among Blacks than Whites, resulting in lower household incomes than those of two-parent families (Bianchi, 1994) . The residential segregation of Blacks to areas with poorer educational systems and employment opportunities has also negatively affected Blacks' socioeconomic outcomes (Williams & Collins, 2001 ). In turn, Blacks' lower levels of educational attainment (Tienda & Lii, 1987) have kept them in low-wage jobs or wage-stagnant occupations. Even among Blacks of higher socioeconomic status, wealth, an easily convertible resource to access in the event of an economic emergency, remains low relative to Whites because of multiple social and institutional barriers (DeSilva & Elmelech, 2012) .
Blacks also endure more economic instability due to health changes, with diverging Black-White trajectories of disability and overall self-rated health over time, even after controlling for socioeconomic traits (Shuey & Wilson, 2008) . This gap is explained by Blacks' earlier onset of disability (and thus a greater number of accumulated health limitations at the same ages as Whites), likely as a result of enduring disadvantages from early life social conditions, racial discrimination, and differential access to and utilization of quality medical care and social services (Geronimus, Hicken, Keene, & Bound, 2006; Haas & Rohlfsen, 2010; Hayward & Gorman, 2004; Taylor, 2008; Williams, Priest, & Anderson, 2016; Wolinsky & Johnson 1991) . Racial residential segregation also negatively affects Blacks' health through increased exposure to environmental hazards, crime, and decreased proximity to quality healthcare providers (Williams & Collins, 2001; Williams et al., 2016) .
Health deterioration will increase the need for family assistance because this decline creates financial pressures in two ways: sudden medical care expenses and less earned income from limiting work or completely withdrawing from the labor force (Bound, Schoenbaum, & Waidmann, 1996; Webber & Bjelland, 2015) . Relatedly, Black men's higher mortality rates have led to earlier widowhood among Black women (Umberson et al., 2017) . This loss of a spouse is associated with significant declines in wives' income as well as asset depletion (Angel, Jimenez, & Angel, 2007) .
Besides health-related labor force withdrawal, Blacks endure more economic instability as a result of employment and wealth shocks. By virtue of working in lower-skilled jobs that are unpredictable with variable and nonstandard hours, Black women are more prone to experience spells of joblessness and underemployment (Flippen & Tienda, 2000; Palumbo, 2010) . Declines in wealth are also more common among Blacks, with Blacks more likely to transition from homeowner to renter status than Whites (Hall, Crowder, & Spring, 2015) . Sharp and Hall (2014) posit that intensifying discriminatory lending practices make Blacks more susceptible to losing their homes.
Children's Ability to Help and Family Context
Beyond parental demands, two other components of the MIS model will affect assistance from children to parents: resources and family context. The financial demands of one generation can be met depending on the number of available individuals and the degree to which they can help. In the case of kin availability, Black parents have a larger potential set of children who may come to their aid, as Black families tend to be larger than White families (Ahlburg & De Vita, 1992) . In terms of economic resources, having greater financial resources enables an individual to give monetary assistance (McGarry & Schoeni, 1995) . The educational and economic position of a majority of Blacks has improved relative to their parents' generation (Mazumder, 2008) , increasing the likelihood of a Black child being able to help. On the other hand, Blacks continue to lag behind their White counterparts across a range of educational and economic measures (Proctor et al., 2016) , making it unclear whether Black children would be more involved in helping their parents.
Besides socioeconomic measures, other characteristics of the younger generation will facilitate or constrain upward intergenerational assistance. While being married may increase children's available resources, having parentsin-law also expands the potential number of individuals to help (Sarkisian & Gerstel, 2008; Soldo, Wolf, & Henretta, 1999) . Children who have offspring will be limited in helping parents because of the financial demands involved in childrearing (Bucx, van Wel, & Knijn, 2012) . Compared to Whites, Blacks are less likely to be married but have higher fertility (Ahlburg & De Vita, 1992) , making it unclear whether Blacks would be more likely to help. Additionally, the propensity to give may vary by age and sex. Older children may be in a better economic position to help parents, while gender socialization research suggests that daughters play a more important role in helping parents in later life, although this has been specific to time-based help (Dwyer & Coward, 1991) .
The third dimension is the notion of family context or culture. Some families are characterized as having a culture of familism, defined as "strong in-group feelings, emphasis on family goals, common priority, mutual support, and the desire to pursue the perpetuation of the family" (Davey & Takagi, 2013, p. 383) . One specific form of familism is filial piety which may motivate children to help parents. Studies find increased feelings of obligation within Black families than Whites, and Blacks' willingness and desire to help aging parents (Burr & Mutchler, 1999; Lee, Peek, & Coward, 1998) . In fact, Blacks show lower levels of psychological distress associated with caregiving (Pinquart & Sörensen, 2005) . I lacked the data to sufficiently test for differences in family context in my models, but return to this point in the Discussion and Implications section.
The Present Study
Financial help can occur between family members in the same household (coresident) or between members in different households (noncoresident). Past research has often examined financial exchanges between noncoresident family members (Freedman, Wolf, Soldo, & Stephen, 1991; Lillard & Willis, 1997) because it is not always clear who benefits from financial exchanges among individuals in the same household who pool resources and share costs (Lundberg, 2005) . For this reason, the component of this study examining the association between mothers' life events and their receipt of financial assistance focused on noncoresident children's help to mothers. Yet, given that rates of older Black and White mothers' coresidence with children are nontrivial, at 32% and 17%, respectively (Freedman et al., 1991) , it was important to first establish the total financial assistance received by mothers by summarizing both noncoresident and coresident children's help in a given wave, before focusing on noncoresident children's help. This study's three main research questions (RQ) were: RQ1. (a) What percent of Black and White mothers received any financial assistance from any of her noncoresident and coresident children in the last two years? (b) Among Black and White mothers who received help, how much did they receive from noncoresident and coresident children? Then, concentrating on noncoresident children's help:
RQ2. Is the experience of ever receiving an upward financial transfer from any noncoresident child more common among Black than White mothers? RQ3. Are Black mothers more likely to receive financial assistance from their noncoresident children than White mothers, after accounting for parental life events and the ability of these children to help?
Design and Methods

Data and Sample
The Health and Retirement Study (HRS) is a longitudinal panel study conducted every 2 years since 1992. It is a nationally representative sample of individuals over 50 years old in the United States. A distinguishing feature of the HRS is its accelerated longitudinal design, where multiple cohorts are collected in each wave, and followed over time. Because I provide a descriptive overview of total financial assistance to mothers from all children, financial assistance ever received from all noncoresident children, and also use multivariate analyses to examine the association between mother's life events and their receipt of financial assistance from noncoresident children, there were three analytic samples in this study. To answer RQ1, the analytical unit of interest was non-Hispanic Black and non-Hispanic White mothers 51 to 70 years old observed from the period 1996-2010, who were either single or in a monoracial (both partners identify as the same race) married or cohabiting union, with at least one biological child. I focused on mothers because of the primacy of the mother-child bond (Rossi & Rossi, 1990) . This sample consists of 2,161 Black and 6,247 White mothers.
As RQ2 and RQ3 narrow the study's focus to help from noncoresident children only, the first analytic sample was further restricted to only mothers who have at least one noncoresident child. I used this restricted sample to answer RQ2. To answer RQ3, a third analytic sample was created, based on the same analytic sample used to answer RQ2, but restricted even further to mothers who were observed for at least two consecutive waves in order to examine changes with regard to life events. For each of these mothers, I constructed up to seven two-wave intervals beginning year t-1 and ending year t (1996-1998, 1998-2000, 2000-2002, 2002-2004, 2004-2006, 2006-2008, 2008-2010) , and analyzed this pooled sample of motherwaves to capture the irregular incidence of transfers over time for the same woman. This also increased the sample size for greater statistical power in studying small populations such as Blacks. This third analytic sample consisted of 4,628 Black mother-wave observations and 20,951 White mother-wave observations (representing 1,255 Black and 5,182 White mothers).
Measures Dependent Variable: Upward Financial Assistance
The dependent variable is the incidence of upstream financial assistance, measured at the end of each interval. It is a dichotomous variable (0 = no financial assistance from any child reported at time t, 1 = any financial assistance from any child reported at time t) based on a question as to whether the mother or her spouse/partner received any financial help equal to or greater than $500 from each child in the last 2 years. These reports of assistance from each child (who were classified as noncoresident or coresident) were then aggregated to the mother level in order to generate the dichotomous measure of any help from the younger generation in each wave, by children's residency status. Given that the question wording does not specify whether financial transfers are given to a specific parent, the dependent variable measures financial transfers given from the younger generation to the older generation, of which the mother is always a member. Data before 1996 were not used because the question wording varied with respect to time horizon (12 months) and amount ($100).
Independent Variables
To answer RQ3, the following independent variables were used in the analysis:
Race
Black is a dichotomous variable of the mother's selfreported race, or if she is coupled, the couple's race (0 = White, 1 = Black).
Mother's/Parental Life Events
Five measures of life events were operationalized as categorical variables to reflect either stability or change in states between t and t-1 (reported 2 years ago in the last interview). Marriage/partnership changes summarizes the partnership status of the mother as four categories: a woman may have lost a spouse/partner, gained a spouse/ partner, never had a spouse/partner in either period, or had a spouse/partner in both periods. For the remaining variables about life events, measures were constructed based on information about the mother and her spouse/partner in order to capture the broad financial needs of the older generation which would affect the mother's economic situation irrespective of whether the shock was attributed to her or the spouse/partner. Work changes has four categories reflecting the older generation's full-time (FT) work status between the two time periods: moving from having at least one person working FT to no one working FT, moving from no one working FT to at least one person working FT, no one working FT in both periods, and at least one person working FT in both periods. Home ownership changes classifies mothers as: no longer being a homeowner, becoming a homeowner, never being a homeowner, and being a homeowner in both periods. Self-rated health (SRH) is a five-category variable: excellent, very good, good, fair, and poor. When the mother is coupled, I took the SRH of whomever had the worse SRH score. Thus, the resulting health changes measure is a three-category variable of the SRH score change: worse SRH, improved SRH, or the same SRH. Since other forms of help associated with the onset of disability have often been linked to financial help to parents, I included a measure of caregiving help from any of the noncoresident children for either ADLs or IADLs. Help with ADLs/IADLs reflects the following four transition states: started receiving help, stopped receiving help, never received help in either period, and received help in both periods.
I controlled for three baseline (t-1) characteristics of the older generation: household income in quintiles (2016 dollars): <$20K, $20K to <$40K, $40K to <$60K, $60K to <$80K, and $80K+; whether anyone holds at least a college degree; and self-rated health.
Child Traits
Since the probability of receiving a transfer will increase with more children, I controlled for the number of noncoresident children. I also controlled for mean age of noncoresident children, and if there are any noncoresident daughters. Three dummy variables represent children's resources: if any noncoresident child holds at least a college degree, any noncoresident child works FT, and any noncoresident child owns a home. I used homeownership as a proxy for children's income because children's incomes are typically reported by parents with a high degree of measurement error. Two variables control for children's competing demands: whether any noncoresident child is a parent and any noncoresident child is married. I controlled for the presence of any coresident child in the mother's household because this may suggest either parental need is partially alleviated by resource-sharing or that parental needs are greater because of an increased dependent.
Other Controls I controlled for age of the mother at time t as a continuous variable, year at time t as dummy variables, and birth cohort as a categorical variable (HRS, War Babies, Early Baby Boomers, and Mid-Baby Boomers). As immigrants may exhibit different giving behaviors than natives, I controlled for whether the older generation consists of any foreign-born individual at time t. As mothers who have responded to more interviews will appear more frequently in the analytic sample, I controlled for the number of times the mother was interviewed.
Analysis Plan
To answer RQ1(a), I described how Blacks differ from Whites in the mean percent who report any financial transfer in the last two years from children by children's residency status (noncoresident and coresident) using data from 1996 through 2010. To generate this mother-specific mean percent, for each mother, I calculated whether or not she received any financial help among her children within each residency status (this measure is conditional on having at least one child in that residency status because a mother can only be at risk of receiving help from noncoresident (coresident) children if she has at least one child in that residency status) by interview wave (with respondent-level weights) and then averaged these observations across all her responding waves. I subsequently averaged the mother-specific mean percents across all respondents by race. To answer RQ1(b), a similar procedure was used to calculate the mean total amount received from all giving children in the last two years, which is conditional on having received any help.
Focusing on noncoresident children, the proportion of Black and White mothers ever receiving financial help from any noncoresident child (RQ2) are summarized by the total number of interviews the mother responded to during the observation period 1996-2010. To answer RQ3, I used STATA's xtlogit procedure to estimate two-level random intercept logistic regression models, which account for the nested structure of the data with repeated observations (level 1) of the same mother (level 2) over time. Model 1 includes race as the substantive covariate of interest. Model 2 builds on Model 1, adding mother/parental characteristics. Model 3 is the full model including child-level characteristics. All models controlled for mother's age, birth cohort, interview year, and the number of times the mother appeared in the analytic sample. Table 1 shows 6,247 White mothers and 2,161 Black mothers with at least one biological child, with the average number of total biological children being 2.9 and 3.2, respectively. Cross-sectionally, Blacks mothers were significantly more likely to receive financial help from their biological children, irrespective of whether they are living with them or not, at 10.9%, compared to only 3.6% of White mothers. Examining help by children's residency status, conditional on having at least one child in that residency status, note that the mothers in the "Cores." and "Noncores." columns will overlap, as some mothers have both coresident and noncoresident children. On average, over 8% of Blacks who had at least one coresident child reported receiving financial help in any given wave, compared to about 4% of Whites. When comparing help from noncoresident children, the Black-White gap was even larger. Only about 3% of Whites and 9% of Blacks who had at least one noncoresident child reported receiving help in any given wave. Conditional on receiving help, Blacks received lower amounts. In a 2-year period, Blacks received a combined total of about $3,000 from all their coresident children and $2,400 among all their noncoresident children. These figures, however, are much less than Mean number of children in a wave is conditional on having at least one child in that residency status.
Results
the amounts Whites received from their coresident and noncoresident children. While the wave-to-wave variability in these incidences and amounts varied significantly by interview year (see Table A in Supplementary Appendix) depending on the composition of the respondents, the overall conclusions about race differences are generally consistent. Turning to support from noncoresident children, over time, Figure 1 shows the proportion of women who have ever received help in the past by the number of interview waves to which they responded. Among Blacks, a history of any upward financial help was more common. Twentyeight percent of Blacks who responded to the HRS over a decade (five waves) ever received financial assistance from their noncoresident children, and this percentage continued to increase the longer the mother was observed in the survey. In contrast, observing Whites over a longer period increased the likelihood of ever reporting help, but this fraction never rose above 12%, even if they had been observed for 16 years (eight waves).
Black mothers and their noncoresident children are more disadvantaged than their White counterparts. Table 2 summarizes their traits, based on the earliest record of the mother observed in the third analytic sample, and using t-tests and chi-square analyses to test race differences. Blacks had much lower incomes, with about 58% of them in the bottom two quintiles, while roughly the same fraction resided in the top two quintiles among Whites. Blacks also had lower educational attainment, with only 16% with at least a college degree, compared to 32% of Whites.
Turning to life events, most respondents stayed in the same states of marriage/partnership, FT work status, and homeownership between t-1 and t. Yet among these states of "continuity", Blacks remained in the continuously disadvantaged group. Fifty-six percent of Blacks remained unpartnered for both periods, compared to only 24% of Whites. Over half of Blacks were also more likely to report not working FT in both waves, versus 39% of Whites. Almost one-third of Blacks never owned a home in both periods compared to 10% of Whites, and Blacks also experienced higher rates of losing a home.
There were considerably larger health changes. Over 40% experienced changes in SRH between waves, with worsening health slightly more common among Whites, and improved health among Blacks. Yet in examining the baseline SRH, over 46% of Blacks reported she or her spouse/partner were in fair or poor condition, compared to 28% of Whites. It is not surprising then, that Blacks also received more help with ADLs/IADLs compared to Whites.
Examining the younger generation, while there are no statistically significant race differences in having at least one child working FT, noncoresident Black children had fewer resources in terms of college attainment and homeownership. Noncoresident Black children were more likely to have children of their own but less likely to be coupled compared to Whites. Finally, coresidence among Blacks and their children was more common, with over a third living with at least one child.
The multivariate results in Model 1 of Table 3 show Blacks had higher odds of receiving financial assistance from her noncoresident child (OR = 6.406). However, after controlling for mother's/parental economic and health characteristics in Model 2, this Black-White gap was reduced by half, with the odds of receiving help 3.2 times greater among Blacks. This second model also shows the strong income gradient associated with receiving help, with household income at t-1 statistically significant (Wald χ 2 = 59.7). Compared to having a household income of $80K+, being in the bottom three quintiles increased the likelihood to receive help, with those making less than $20K the most likely to receive help compared to the top quintile (OR = 3.422). Marriage/partner changes were also important. Both sustained singlehood and losing a spouse/ partner increased the odds of receiving help by more than 2.3 times compared to the reference group of being continuously coupled in both periods. The variable for work changes showed that only moving from having at least one person working FT to no one working FT increased the likelihood of receiving help relative to continuously working both periods (OR = 1.397). In terms of homeownership, relative to owning a home in both periods, never being a homeowner in two periods and losing one's home were both associated with increased odds of receiving help (OR = 1.375 and OR = 2.014, respectively), as was becoming a homeowner (OR = 1.822). Likely, additional costs incurred with recent homeownership such as moving expenses may have increased the need for financial assistance. SRH was also statistically significant in predicting the probability of financial assistance (Wald χ 2 = 18.86). Compared to being in excellent health, being in good, fair, or poor health increased the odds of receiving help. Declining SRH increased the odds of receiving upward financial help by 65%. Moreover, personal care help was statistically significant (Wald χ 2 = 13.03). Compared to never receiving personal care help in both periods, noncoresident children starting to give help with ADLs/IADLs or continuing this (1931) (1932) (1933) (1934) (1935) (1936) (1937) (1938) (1939) (1940) (1941) 38.1 39.4 War babies (1942) (1943) (1944) (1945) (1946) (1947) 28.0 29.3 Early baby boomers (1948) (1949) (1950) (1951) (1952) (1953) 28.1 28.6 Mid baby boomers (1954) (1955) (1956) (1957) (1958) (1959) 5.8 2.6 Mother or S/P foreign-born 5.5 6.2 N.S. Mother or S/P has at least college degree ( Notes: Based on earliest observation of mother observed in analytic sample of mother-wave observations. Weighted using individual weights. S/P = spouse/partner. *p < .05, **p < .01, ***p < .001. N.S. = not statistically significant at the p < .05 level. a Tests of difference using independent sample t-tests or chi-square tests. Table 2 . Continued
The Gerontologist, 2018, Vol. 58, No. 5 help increased the odds of receiving help by about two and 1.9, respectively. Adding noncoresident child characteristics to the model does little to close the gap between Blacks and Whites. As shown in Model 3 of Table 3 , Blacks' higher odds of receiving help was slightly reduced from 3.2 to 3.1. The associations between mother/parental traits and the outcome variable are very similar between Model 2 and Model 3. While mean age of noncoresident children and the presence of a noncoresident daughter did not explain variations in the probability of financial help, socioeconomic traits such as having any noncoresident child working FT (OR = 3.1), holding at least a college degree (OR = 1.5), or owning a home (OR = 1.5) increased the odds of help. For each additional noncoresident child, the odds of upward help increased by 12%. Having a noncoresident child who is coupled decreased the odds of help by almost 30%, while there is no statistically significant effect by the presence of grandchildren. Finally, there is no statistically significant association between the presence of any coresident child and receiving money from a noncoresident child. Model 3 is the best-fitting model based on Akaike's information criterion (AIC).
Discussion and Implications
This study used nationally representative data to examine Black-White differences in the receipt of financial assistance from children to mothers in late middle age. There are several descriptive findings. First, the mean incidence of upstream help from noncoresident children was 9% among Blacks and 3% among Whites, with similar rates of receipt from coresident children. However, the amount received by Blacks was significantly less from both coresident and noncoresident children than Whites. For example, Blacks received about $2,400 from noncoresident children compared to more than $4,400 received by Whites. When considering the family's history of prior upward financial assistance, the fraction of Blacks ever experiencing help from the noncoresident younger generation ranged from 16% to 37% among multi-wave responders while the fraction was never higher than 12% among their White counterparts. These findings highlight how over time, the experience of noncoresident children providing any economic help to mothers is much more common among Black families than White families.
This study also took advantage of HRS' longitudinal design to understand whether Blacks are more likely to receive financial assistance from noncoresident children than Whites, after accounting for parental life events and the ability of children to provide help. Net of controls, Blacks were still more likely to receive help from their noncoresident children. Moreover, I found that both changes and stability in negative life events over 24 months increased the likelihood of receiving assistance from their noncoresident children. Financial assistance complemented time-based help with ADLs/IADLs (separate analyses conducted at the noncoresident child-mother level confirmed that the child(ren) who were giving money were also providing time), although changes in time-based help were relatively rare at these parental ages. Thus, the odds of receiving financial help from noncoresident children varies depending on the combined effects of both financial precarity of mothers and the younger generation's own socioeconomic resources.
Possible omitted factors explaining the residual difference in Blacks' higher propensity to receive money from their noncoresident children range from more specific measures of economic resources such as children's income or earnings, to relationship quality between parents and children, to family context. As previously mentioned, the data were inadequate to measure and test for children's degree of filial piety or obligations to parents, which has been shown by Fingerman, VanderDrift, Dotterer, Birditt, & Zarit (2011) to account for the remaining differences between Blacks and Whites' upward support, using a regional cross-sectional study. While there is no way of ascertaining whether family-specific culture explains part or all of the residual Black-White difference found in the final model, this is an avenue for exploration in future data collection efforts on intergenerational relationships.
Given the large Black-White differences in women's marital status, the findings highlight the importance of taking a "gendered" approach when studying racial differences in intergenerational financial exchanges. Yet this argument also underscores researching the father-adult Notes: Models also control for mother's age, birth cohort, whether the mother or spouse/partner is foreign born, whether the mother or spouse/partner has at least a college degree, interview year, and the number of times the mother appeared in the analytic sample. *p < .05, **p < .01, ***p < .001 Table 3 . Continued
The Gerontologist, 2018, Vol. 58, No. 5 child relationship. Moreover, given the increasing complexity of family forms, other familial relationships such as the grandparent-grandchild relationship also warrant further attention. Finally, I analyzed the likelihood of receiving financial transfers from the mother's perspective to focus on the older generation's needs. Future research may also examine this from the child's perspective, more precisely capturing how children's changing economic circumstances affect their ability to help parents. The multivariate analyses in this study focused on support from noncoresident children, but as previously discussed, coresident children may also provide financial help in the form of money or by virtue of living with them, housing. Thus, this study underestimates the total financial support mothers receive from all children, particularly among Black mothers who are more likely to live with a child. However, the findings can still inform policymakers and practitioners who work with aging populations in two ways. First, Black women are more likely to rely on their children in challenging economic circumstances compared to Whites during late middle age. Age-restricted programs providing cash assistance to older populations may consider extending eligibility to earlier ages as Blacks have not only persistent economic needs but experience more negative life events in their 50s and 60s. Secondly, in light of growing economic inequality, the younger generation's ability to support parents in the future may be in question, suggesting that Blacks mothers' safety net is tenuous or inadequate. Programs that support young and middleaged adults who may have financial obligations to care for aging parents may be considered. In sum, policies targeting economic aid to both older and younger generations in American families will be relevant as the aging population continues to become more diverse.
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